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Devenish Primary School

About Our School
School Context
Devenish Primary School is located in the small rural community of Devenish, approximately 30 minutes from
Yarrawonga and 30 minutes from Benalla. The School community, consisting of staff, students, families and
the local community, sees its mission as providing our students with the best education possible for students to
lead fulfilling, purposeful and productive lives. Devenish PS is the base school for a MARC service.
The school aims to provide a happy, safe, stimulating environment and is structured around basic
assumptions: children are individuals and develop at their own rate; children learn best through challenging
first hand experiences; the more stimulating the educational environment the greater the motivation for
learning; parents and community members can contribute much to the educational process; children will
develop an acceptance of differences and co-operation, with concern for others.
Devenish Primary School places great emphasis and value on being a community school with parents, students,
teachers and community members and groups working together to provide a quality education.
At Devenish we understand the importance of the core building blocks that make up a student's learning. We
pride ourselves in providing each student with a strong foundation in the basics (the 3R's), and surrounding
these with a number of additional learning opportunities. This combines to provide a strong set of key learning
areas in all domains. Our School Curriculum is a common set of knowledge and skills derived from The
Victorian Curriculum. The Victorian Curriculum F-10 incorporates the Australian Curriculum and reflects
Victorian priorities and standards. The classroom programs are enriched through camps, excursions, musical
concerts and cluster activities.
Devenish Primary School stresses the importance of literacy and numeracy and encourages the use of
technology to support all learning. Students also complete multi-age sessions, working as a whole school
group. Specialist teachers present the Library, Visual Art, Music and LOTE programs.
The Devenish Primary School building consists of a semi-open plan learning space with two teaching areas, a
LOTE and STEM classroom, large covered outdoor area, kitchen/staffroom and office. The grounds are well
maintained and established trees and shade cloth provide shaded playing areas. The school location enables
easy access and use of the Devenish Hall.
In 2017 our cohort was a multi-age classroom of grades: 1,2,3,5 and 6. Explicit teaching was based on learning
ability and needs. In 2017, we had a Graduate Teacher at 0.6 EFT. The Principal has a significant teaching
load of 0.9 or more. Our Business Manager works 0.4 EFT and we had an ESS at 0.52 EFT. As Devenish
Primary is the base school for a MARC library service, the full-time library teacher (1.0) is part of staffi
Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO)
Devenish Primary School has chosen to develop effective and consistent teaching practices to improve student
outcomes by selecting the improvement initiative ‘Building practice excellence.’ The school will embed the
critical and creative thinking strategies from our
Whole School Curriculum Plan to improve
student achievements in Literacy and Numeracy.
Teacher effectiveness will be increased through
teacher collaboration, refinement of pedagogical
skills and consistency of the teaching practices.
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Devenish Primary School will strive to achieve this improvement initiative by establishing the following:






Establish School Improvement Teams to ensure that staff familiarise and apply the initiatives from the
FISO continua of practice in staff meetings and PLT’s
Develop a consistent instructional model for all teachers to use with the classrooms
Build a common approach in planning for teachers by using the Whole School Victorian Curriculum
Plan
Implement the same assessments in Literacy and Numeracy
Collaborate with school staff and colleagues in the Mokoan Cluster, with the emphasis on driving
student improvement by analysing and interpreting student data

The following dot points are the key improvement strategies under the initiatives:
 To create processes and procedures that support quality planning and decision-making
 Investigate effective ways to utilise the students’ progress to inform classroom practice in Literacy and
Mathematics
 Enhance student engagement in their learning within a differentiated curriculum to stimulate and
challenge all students
 Instigation of regular professional learning team meetings that have a clear focus on improving the
effectiveness of instructions as evidence.
The school has progressed well against these goals. Teaching staff led by the principal have continued to
plan together using data collected about student performance to plan the next level of work. They have
continued to build their knowledge of the Victorian Curriculum.
Achievement
Student Learning data for Devenish PS that teacher assessed Victorian Curriculum outcomes are within our
expected levels. We had no students undertake NAPLAN in 2017. Data populated into the Annual Report is
often skewed by the small cohort of students and in some cases, there is no data to enter into the Annual Report
due to the small cohort. However, this small class size also allows us to personalize our learning for all
students. Use of On Demand Testing, PAT Reading and PAT Spelling testing and moderation practices are
widely used by staff and incorporated into PLT’s and Staff Meetings to confirm teacher assessment.
Quality Literacy and Numeracy teaching based around the Hume Region Literacy and Numeracy placemat
provides the foundation for ongoing improvement in student outcomes. The focused literacy block,
incorporating team teaching and streaming across Grades 1-3 continues to further improve literacy outcomes.
Teaching of Mathematics is precisely matched to the specific learning needs and stages of development of each
learner through the ongoing use of the Number Fluency Continuum and this has been a focus to improve
student outcomes.
Further personalisation of teaching and learning is evident through student Individual Learning Plans, which
are reviewed regularly. We are working towards all students having a tailored individual learning plan in
2018.
The students at Devenish PS have their learning further enhanced through the specialist programs in: Visual
Art, Library, Science and Indonesian. The Stephanie Alexander Cooking and Gardening program, further
enhances student learning. In the later half (Term 4) of 2017, we purchased an extensive Lego Technic STEM
program; we look forward to embedding this program in the future.
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During 2017, focused professional development centered on creating a school Instructional Model and Literacy
and Numeracy placemats to ensure consistent, explicit, high quality teaching was driving student improvement.
The incorporation of High Impact Teaching Strategies and the use of Learning Intentions and Success Criteria
has been a focus for staff in PLT meetings. All teachers are beginning to embed Learning Intentions and
Success Criteria, along with HITS into their teaching and learning program.

Engagement
At Devenish Primary School the student attendance data is lower than State schools and continues to be a focus
area. Most year levels average in the 90% range. One student in Grade 1 and one student in Grade 4 achieving
100% attendance for the year and our Grade 2 student achieved a 95% attendance during 2017.
This result is largely due to family holidays, illness and a small percentage of parents’ choice and unexplained
absences. The school has perfect attendance awards, which are presented each term to acknowledge high
attendance. Teachers follow up unexplained student absences and the school promotes the awareness of
attendance in the weekly school newsletters that “Every day counts.”
Due to our small school cohort, there is no Attitudes to School data available. However, student voice through
regular SRC meetings, indicates the school is: safer, improved learning environment, more structured learning,
more engaging and an overall feeling of greater satisfaction.
In 2017, we furthered our Cluster relationships with Broken Creek PS and Currawa PS. Also small schools,
we enhanced our students’ learning experiences by hosting numerous events: Life Education Van, Indigenous
performers, intensive Swimming Program, Naidoc Week Celebrations, Responsible Pet Ownership program,
Magician Sam Angelico, Royal Flying Doctor Aeromedical Simulator, BPAC Parliament visit, School
Athletics, School Cross Country, Zone Cross Country, Family Celebration Night for Literacy & Numeracy
Week, Book Week Celebration & Parade, Milo Cricket Clinic, Fortnightly Kitchen Garden Cooking, SRC
meetings, Footy Day Celebration, Walk to School Program, Y.M.C.A. incursion, Yachting Program, Whole
School Sleep Over, Camping program, Kidstown Shepparton Art Gallery and Library, Indigenous Garden
excursion, Benalla Writers Festival – 2nd place, Benalla Street Parade – Best Community Award, School
concert
Wellbeing
Devenish Primary School incorporates the social, emotional and physical programs of School Wide Positive
Behaviour and BluEarth into the school curriculum, equipping students with the skills and strategies to develop
a positive attitude towards their learning. At Devenish PS, students are encouraged to confidently tackle new
challenges, in a supportive environment to reach their full academic potential.
Our foundation students have access to the school nurse and fortnightly speech therapist.
The school supports all students with regular student/parent/teacher interviews.
In 2017, to further support students to achieve their utmost potential the school used ILPs which are developed
with input from all stakeholders. Goals are set for each student in the areas of Literacy and Numeracy and
where appropriate Social and Emotional learning. Student ILPs are reviewed, updated and communicated with
families each semester.
Our special needs student is supported with a teachers’ aide (0.52 EFT).
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For more detailed information regarding our school please visit our website at

www.devenishps.vic.edu.au
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Performance Summary
The Government School Performance Summary provides an overview of how this school is contributing to the objectives
of the Education State and how it compares to other Victorian Government schools.
All schools work in partnership with their school community to improve outcomes for children and young people. Sharing
this information with parents and the wider school community helps to support community engagement in student
learning, a key priority of the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes.
Members of the community can contact the school for an accessible version of these data tables if required.

School Profile
Enrolment Profile
A total of 8 students were enrolled at this school in 2017, 5 female and 3 male.
0 percent were EAL (English as an Additional Language) students and < 30 percent ATSI (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander)
students.

Overall Socio-Economic Profile
Based on the school's Student Family Occupation and
Education index which takes into account parents'
occupations and education.

Parent Satisfaction Summary
Measures the percent endorsement by parents on their
school satisfaction level, as reported in the annual Parent
Opinion Survey. The percent endorsement indicates the
percent of positive responses (agree or strongly agree).

School Staff Survey
Measures the percent endorsement by staff on School
Climate, as reported in the annual School Staff Survey. The
percent endorsement indicates the percent of positive
responses (agree or strongly agree).
Data is suppressed for schools with three or less
respondents to the survey for confidentiality reasons.
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Performance Summary

Achievement

Student Outcomes

Teacher Judgement of student
achievement
Percentage of students in Years Prep to 6
working at or above age expected
standards in:




English
Mathematics

For further details refer to How to read the
Annual Report.
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Performance Summary

Achievement

Student Outcomes

NAPLAN Year 3
The percentage of students in the top 3
bands of testing in NAPLAN at Year 3.
Year 3 assessments are reported on a
scale from Bands 1 - 6.

NAPLAN Year 5
The percentage of students in the top 3
bands of testing in NAPLAN at Year 5.
Year 5 assessments are reported on a
scale from Bands 3 - 8.
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Performance Summary

Achievement

Student Outcomes

School Comparison

NAPLAN Learning Gain
Year 3 - Year 5
Learning gain of students from Year 3 to
Year 5 in the following domains: Reading,
Numeracy, Writing, Spelling and
Grammar and Punctuation.
NAPLAN Learning Gain does not
require a School Comparison.

NAPLAN learning gain is determined by
comparing a student's current year result
to the results of all ‘similar’ Victorian
students (i.e. students in all sectors in the
same year level who had the same score
two years prior). If the current year result
is in the Top 25 percent, their gain level is
categorised as ‘High’. Middle 50 percent,
is ‘Medium’. Bottom 25 percent, is ‘Low’.
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Performance Summary

Engagement

Student Outcomes

School Comparison

Average Number of Student Absence Days
Average days absent per full time
equivalent (FTE) student per year.
Common reasons for non-attendance
include illness and extended family
holidays.

Few absences <------> Many absences

Absence from school can impact on
students’ learning
School Comparison
A school comparison rating of ‘Higher’
indicates this school records ‘less’
absences than expected, given the
background characteristics of students. A
rating of ‘Lower’ indicates this school
records ‘more’ absences than expected.
Average 2017 attendance rate by year
level:

Few absences <------> Many absences

Prep Yr1
NA

Yr2

Yr3

Yr4

Yr5

90 % 95 % 70 % 78 % NA
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Yr6
85 %
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Performance Summary

Wellbeing

Student Outcomes

Students Attitudes to School Sense of Connectedness
Measures the percent endorsement on
Sense of Connectedness factor, as
reported in the Attitudes to School Survey
completed annually by Victorian
Government school students in Years 4 to
12. The percent endorsement indicates
the percent of positive responses (agree
or strongly agree).

Students Attitudes to School Management of Bullying
Measures the percent endorsement on
Management of Bullying factor, as
reported in the Attitudes to School Survey
completed annually by Victorian
Government school students in Years 4 to
12. The percent endorsement indicates
the percent of positive responses (agree
or strongly agree).
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How to read the Annual Report
The School Comparison shows that most schools are achieving
results that are ‘Similar’ to other schools with alike student
backgrounds and characteristics. Some schools are doing
exceptionally well and have ‘Higher’ performance. Some schools
have ‘Lower’ performance than expected and receive targeted
support to ensure that there is improvement.

What does the About Our School section refer to?
The About Our School page provides a brief background on the
school, an outline of the school’s performance over the year and
plans for the future.
The ‘School Context’ describes the school’s vision, values and
purpose. Details include the school’s geographic location, size
and structure, social characteristics, enrolment characteristics and
special programs.
The ‘Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO)’ section
includes the improvement initiatives the school has selected and
the progress they have made towards achieving them.

More information on School Comparison performance
measures can be found at:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/involve/
Pages/performance.aspx

What does the Performance Summary section of this report
refer to?
The Performance Summary reports on data in three key areas:
Achievement
- student achievements in:
- English and Mathematics for National Literacy and
Numeracy tests (NAPLAN)
- English and Mathematics for teacher judgements
against the curriculum
- all subjects for Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
examinations (secondary schools)
Engagement
- student attendance and engagement at school
- how many students leaving school go on to further
studies or full-time work (secondary, P-12 and
specialist schools)
Wellbeing
- Attitudes to School Survey (ATOSS)
- Sense of connectedness
- Management of Bullying

What does ‘Data not available’ mean?

Results are displayed for the latest year, as well as the average
of the last four years (where available).

The Victorian Curriculum F–10 sets out what every student
should learn during their first 11 years of schooling. The
curriculum is the common set of knowledge and skills required by
students for life-long learning, social development and active and
informed citizenship.

Some schools have too few students enrolled to provide data.
There may be no students enrolled in some year levels so school
comparisons are not possible.
New schools have only the latest year of data and no
comparative data from previous years.
The Department also recognises unique circumstances in
Specialist, Select Entry, English Language and Community
Schools where school-to-school comparisons are not
appropriate.

What is the Victorian Curriculum?

The curriculum has been developed to ensure that school
subjects and their achievement standards enable continuous
learning for all students, including students with disabilities.
The ‘Towards Foundation Level Victorian Curriculum’ is
integrated directly into the curriculum and is referred to as ‘Levels
A to D’.
‘Levels A to D’ may be used for students with a disability or
students who may have additional learning needs.

What does School Comparison refer to?
The School Comparison is a way of comparing this school’s
performance to similar schools in Victoria.
The comparison measure takes into account the school’s
academic intake, the socio-economic background of students, the
number of Aboriginal students, the number of non-English
speaking and refugee students, the number of students with a
disability and the size and location of the school.

12

‘Levels A to D’ are not associated with any set age or year level
that links chronological age to cognitive progress (i.e. there is no
age expected standard of achievement for ‘Levels A to D’).
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Financial Performance and Position
Financial performance and position commentary

[Please refer to the 2017 Annual Report Guidelines for information on how to complete the ‘Financial Performance and
Position Commentary’ section]
Financial Performance - Operating Statement
Summary for the year ending 31 December, 2017

Financial Position as at 31 December, 2017

Revenue

Actual

Funds Available

Actual

Student Resource Package

$462,210

High Yield Investment Account

$75,370

Government Provided DET Grants

$73,567

Official Account

$3,627

Revenue Other

$2,092

Total Funds Available

$78,997

Locally Raised Funds

$16,068

Total Operating Revenue

$553,938

Equity¹
Equity (Social Disadvantage)

$23,940

Transition Funding

$2,709

Equity Total

$26,649

Expenditure

Financial Commitments

Student Resource Package²

$419,586

Books & Publications

$3,572

Communication Costs

$1,833

Consumables

$11,288

Miscellaneous Expense³

$8,097

Professional Development

$2,009

Property and Equipment Services

$12,397

Salaries & Allowances⁴

$4,987

Trading & Fundraising

$1,569

Travel & Subsistence

$9,161

Utilities

$5,104

Total Operating Expenditure

$479,602

Net Operating Surplus/-Deficit

$74,336

Asset Acquisitions

$0

Operating Reserve

$10,000

School Based Programs

$5,000

School/Network/Cluster Coordination

$57,862

Other recurrent expenditure

$6,135

Total Financial Commitments

$78,997

(1) The Equity funding reported above is a subset of overall revenue reported by the school
(2) Student Resource Package Expenditure figures are as of 05 March 2018 and are subject to change during the reconciliation
process.
(3) Misc Expenses may include bank charges, health and personal development, administration charges, camp/excursion costs
and taxation charges.
(4) Salaries and Allowances refers to school-level payroll.
All funds received from the Department, or raised by the school, have been expended, or committed to subsequent years, to support
the achievement of educational outcomes and other operational needs of the school, consistent with Department policies, School
Council approvals and the intent/purposes for which funding was provided or raised.
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