15th November 2021

Message From The Principal:
I can’t believe it is week 7 already, this term has
absolutely flown! We have joyfully embraced the easing
of restrictions and been able to enjoy an excursion to the
Warby ranges to go orienteering. We have also enjoyed
a trip to Shepparton to go Yachting with Sailing Australia
and to quote Charlie, we have had our first Assembly in
forever! We had a lovely morning tea to welcome Eve to
our team and have enjoyed having Aster and Lucy
(students) visit us on Mondays. It has been wonderful to
be able to invite visitors on site again and get out and
about in our fabulous community. We are looking
forward to many more outings and events.

Have a great week!
Cazz Hicks Principal- Devenish PS
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What’s Been Going On?
Snake Catcher
Have you ever had a snake in your backyard? The snake man came to Devenish Primary School. His name is Jeff. I
thought there was a snake in our yard.
I felt so scared that there was a snake in the yard. I thought it was in the bushes, I moved away from the bush like
there was a killer on the loose. He was coming to get the snake but he went to the office. I thought he was crazy
because he didn’t get the snake straight away. All then I realised that there wasn’t a snake. I felt relieved!
Jeff was here to teach us about what to do if we see a snake. The first thing we learned was to stay calm and get a
teacher and tell them exactly where it is so they can watch it and call Jeff straight away.
We know how to stay calm and we know what to do if a snake is disturbed. We hope we never need to call him!
- Shae
Adventure with Mr Hicks
It was a nice, sunny day and we went in Ms Hicks’ big old truck to the enormous bush. It was a longgggg drive. Mr
Hicks met us there and Miss Dews was there as well. First, we had messy snacks! Then Mr Hicks gave us compasses
and we went hunting for golf balls. WE COULDN’T FIND THEM!
We saw a kangaroo when we were looking. The kangaroo was staring right at us. He looked guilty. Did he steal our golf
balls? Mr Hicks cooked sausages. Miss Oddoux said it was yummy but she was so full that she didn’t need anymore.
I enjoyed cooking marshmallows but definitely not eating them! Burnt marshmallows taste awful. It’s like eating a
piece of burnt bark. They are crunchy and yuck! After we put the campfire out, we went for a walk and found cubby
houses. We went to each house. Also we took some photos and the houses were made of sticks and bark.
It was a great day! We all were so tired!
- Tassy
New Badminton Coach
Have you ever played badminton with a balloon?
On Friday [29th October] we met with our new badminton coach, Jeff [Dusty]! He was both funny and fun.
First, we went into the music and introduced ourselves. We were also shown the two main ways to swing the racket.
We then started balancing a balloon on our racket and trying the first swing.
Next was hitting the balloons as hard as we could (they sounded like gunshots!) and learning backhand hits.
I tried it with the shuttle, but I kept missing! So I went back to the balloons.
Then it was time to go home. I can’t wait to do it again!
Charlie
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Student of the Month Award
This award is presented to Charlie, for being welcoming, kind and
always including others!

Reading Awards
Well done Shae!
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Important Dates:
School Concert
This year we have decided that given the disrupted 2021, we will do something a little different for our
School Concert. Invitations are on the way, but please save the morning of Dec 6th (normal assembly day),
9 am… We are planning some wonderful performances and presentations by students, followed by morning
tea.

November:
17th- Excursion to Jamison to deliver RR presentation (leaving 8 am)
19th- Offsite Drill and play at Devenish Park
December:
6th- School Concert 9 am followed by a morning tea for the community
8th- Beechworth Excursion
10th- Curriculum day NO STUDENTS
13th to 17th- Swimming in Benalla DISMISSAL FROM BENALLA POOL

THANK YOU!
Thank you, Peter Hicks, for volunteering his time to teach the children about orienteering and camp cooking.
Thank you, to all of the parents who sent Morning Tea to Welcome Eve, Aster and Lucy
Thank you, Janice, who volunteers on a weekly basis and does a huge range of jobs for us.
Thank you, Sue and Kevin, for looking after the place and for all your cleaning and maintenance over the holidays.
Thank you, June Howard, who volunteers as the Community Member of our School Council.
We are very grateful to all of our volunteers.

15th November 2021

COVIDSafe Behaviours:
Stay home when unwell
The most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of coronavirus
(COVID-19), is to ensure that any unwell staff and students remain at home, even with the mildest of symptoms.
Practise good hygiene
All staff, students, and visitors to schools should undertake regular hand hygiene, particularly on arrival to school,
before and after eating, after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing, or using the toilet. Staff will direct or
supervise young students or where required. Students should bring their own water bottles for use at school, as
students should not drink directly from drinking fountains at this time. Taps may be used to refill water bottles.
Sharing of food should not occur. Use non-contact greetings (not shaking hands, hugging, or kissing). Ensure the
highest hygiene practices amongst food handlers where these services are operating, as per the Department’s
Safe Food Handling Guidance.
Ensure physical distancing
A variety of strategies to support physical distancing among all students and staff should be pursued, where
possible. Students should practise physical distancing where possible. Maintaining a physical distance of 1.5
meters will not always be practical in the school environment and may be particularly challenging in the younger
years of primary school. In these contexts, a combination of health and safety measures will be utilised to reduce
risk.

Child Safe:
As part of the child safe laws which apply to every school, we must insist that if your child is late to school (after 9
am) you sign them in at the office with a reason for the lateness and if you pick them up early, they must be
signed out at the office with a reason for being signed out. If someone other than a parent picks up your child, you
must notify the office in advance, in writing. The law also requires us to phone if children have not arrived at
school by 9.15 am. If we cannot make contact with the parent, we are required to report to DET and sometimes
DHHS. Please help us to keep your child safe by communicating with us if they will be late or absent. We thank you
for your support in keeping our school compliant with Child Safe regulations and more importantly, keeping our
children safe.

Uniform:
Children need to be in clean full school uniform every day. We do have spares at school if you need more uniform
items and would appreciate if items are returned to the school when they no longer fit. No thongs or gumboots
please unless we specify they are needed on a special day.
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Attendance:
Daily attendance is required and expected. Schools are expected to report attendance to DET on a daily basis.

It’s Not Ok To Be Away
In the ‘good old days’ it used to be hard to get a day off school. Now it seems to be easy, maybe too easy?
We don’t want children to come to school when they are sick, but the wider school community, parents and
students need to fully understand the impact of missing too many school days. We have been discussing this in
class…
If a student has a day off, once a fortnight, this would add up to 20 days in a school year (approximately 40 weeks
in a school year). 20 days is the same as missing a tenth of a school year.
This would equal to missing a year of schooling up to Year 10.
A key message that needs to be embraced by schools, parents, and the wider community is that “It’s Not OK to be
Away”. The ‘fallout’ of poor attendance is very real. These students will be at risk of not achieving their potential
and therefore limit their life choices. Also, other real consequences are:
●

Social isolation

●

May place themselves at risk of harm while absent

●

Could get too easily involved in socially unacceptable and/or illegal activities

●

Will have gaps in their learning of knowledge and basic concepts

●

May feel insecure in the school environment

●

More likely to leave school early

●

Be over-represented in the juvenile justice system

●

Be the victims of bullying and harassment.

When you consider all the above, schools, parents and the wider community need to work in partnership with
each other to ensure students enjoy school success and as a consequence more enriching life choices.
Some Benefits of Regular School Attendance
For Students:
●

The development of skills and attitudes such as self-discipline, punctuality, and being organised will
optimise life choices
●

Regular attendance leads to making friends and learning how to maintain relationships over a length of

time
●

Regular attendance leads to learning social skills necessary to live and work with others
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●

It’s safer at school than on the street

●

The more students attend, the more they will learn and the more they will like school.

For the Community:
●

Young people are the next generation of community leaders and community citizens

●

Community agencies can work in partnership with schools towards the shared goal of developing future
community leaders and citizens
●

Young people who attend school regularly are more likely to be safe

●

Young people who attend school regularly are less likely to be involved in crime

●

The more students attend, the more they learn and the more likely they are to make a positive
contribution to society.
How many days of school has your child missed this semester?
0-6
This is within the normal range. A child with this attendance rate is able to take full advantage of the teaching and
learning opportunities available to them.
7-10
This attendance rate is below average. A child with this attendance rate could miss over one year of schooling
between prep and Year 10
11-20
This is a poor attendance rate. A child with this attendance rate days could miss out on up to two years of
schooling between prep and Year 10
20+
This is a very poor attendance rate. A child with this attendance rate could miss over two and one-half years of
schooling between prep and Year 10
Remember
●

Students need to attend school regularly to make the most of educational opportunities.

●

There is a direct link between school attendance and achievement later in life.

●

Poor patterns of attendance in the early years lead to poor patterns of attendance throughout the school

years.
●
●

Poor attendance makes it difficult for children to form positive relationships with their peers.

When young people are in school every day, they are safer and less likely to be victims of crime or become
involved in crime.

